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ORGANIZED  1826 


The  picture  at  the  right  is  our  present  structure.  The 
educational  building  was  added  in  1962.  All  four  of  these 
churches  have  been  situated  at  the  same  spot  since  the 
original  church  was  donated  in  1826. 


The  original  house  of  worship  was  a  log  house. 
1847  a  white  frame  structure  was  built.  This  structure  v 
replaced  in  1904  by  the  brick  building  pictured  at  the 
This  building  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1942. 


Dedication 

Thit  hittoAy  aj>  dedicated  to  Lowca  CAeek' t  oldett  living  mmbeA,  Wu>. 
Caltie  BaAlow  Laxton.    Tivit  deoA  membeA  hot  lived  at  an  intpiAotion  to  all  ofi 
ut,  ttilt  cu(Xe.ndlyig  chuAch  whenever  pottible.    It  <U>  AemaAkablc  to  think  o&  heA 
Hie  in  ti2.gdA.d6  to  the  Li^e  ofa  oua  countAy  which  It  celebAating  ZOO  yeaAt  In 
.1976.    In  heA  96  yeaAt  the  hat  teen  £6  pAetidentt ,  5  woaa,  numeAout  advances 
in  tcience  and  mexU.CA.nz  and  XI  teAAitoAiet  gain  ttatehood.    In  AegaAdt  to  hex 
chuAch  IAaa.  Laxton't  LL^e.  tpant  14  pattoAt,  3  buildingt  and  a  chuAch  budget 
which  gAew  $Aom  a  tittle.  oveA  $100.  00  pex  yeaA,  lett  be.nevole.nce.  gi&tt,  to 
oveA  $140,000.  00  peA  yean.. 

Below  It  WAttten  exactly  at  it  it  enteAed  in  the  cleAk't  book  a  AecoAd 

ofa  the  teAvice  on  the  day  o&  heA  acceptance". 

" LoweA  QAeek,  SatuAday,  NovembeA  7tk,  1S90. 

The  chuAch  at  LoweA  CAeek  met  ^oa  woAthip  and  a^teA 
t-ZAmon  by  the  Pa6toA  &Aom  Ptabnt  the.  133Ad  chapteA  the 
exeAcitet  weAe  closed  with.  pAayeA  by  BAotheA  HeifaneA. 
Then  the,  chuAch  wot  seated  {)0A  the  t/uantaction  o£  but- 
inett.    Minute*  ofi  the  pAeviout  meeting  weAe  Aead  and 
adopted.    Then  a  dooA  wot  opened  £oa  the  Aeception  ofa 
membeAt  and  BAotheA  GAeen  BaAlow,  Collie  BaAlow,  Evie 
BaAlow,  and  Jennie  BaAlow  came  fioAJWOAd  and  upon  a  pAo- 
iettion  o^  iheiA  laith  in  ChAttt  weAe  Aeceived  &oa 
Baptism  and  the  Aight  hand  ofi  welcome  given.    Then  on 
motion  a  committee  wot,  appointed  to  Aevtte  the  chuAch  book 
contttting  o{<±  BAotheA  M.P.  Smith  and  the  cleAk.  Then 
on  motion  letteAt  o^  ditmittion  weAe  gAa.nted  SitteA 
Sallie  ShelZ  and  BAotheA  Thomat  PAeAnell.    Then  a  Aet- 
olution  paired  tome  yeajtt  ago  AequiAing  thA.ee  faouAth  vote 
to  elect  a  potto  A  and  otheA  chuAch  o^iceAt  weAe  Aetcended. 
The  dea.com>  weAe  Aequetted  to  tee  all  the  membeAt  to  tee 
what  they  weAe  wiZling  to  pay  theiA  pat  to  a  ^oa  the  next 
yeaA.    Then  on  motion  the  collection  Sunday  moAning  wot 
to  be  ioA  State  \iittiont. 

Sunday  moAning-  met  at  the  wateA  when  the  above  named 
peAtont  weAe  baptized  and  Aeceived  into  the  ieltowthip 
o£  the  chuAch.    Then  the  congAegation  AetiAed  to  the 
chuAch  when  oua  pattoA  pAcachcd  /^Aom  Luke  the  13th 
chpateA  and  24th  veAte.    Then  the  dooA  o£  the  chuAch 
wot  opened  {>oa  the  Aeception  o&  membeAt  when  BAotheA 
HoAace  Powell  came  {oAwaAd  and  AettoAed  to  the  £ellow- 
tkip  o&  the  chuAch.    Then  a  letteA  oft  ditmittion  wot 
gAonted  SitteA.  Julia  Itaac.    A  collection  wot  taken 
amounting  to  $3  and  30  ctA.,f 


INTRODUCTION 


We  have  found  that  at  least  two  histories  have  been  written  about  Lower 
Creek  Church  and  excerpts  of  these  have  been  used  in  this  one;  however,  in  order 
for  this  history  to  be  as  complete  as  possible,  many  hours  of  research  have 
been  lovingly  donated.    At  this  time  we  would  like  to  thank  those  who  have 
helped  in  such  a  tremendous  ways    Mrs.  Edna  Roberts,  Miss  Beulah  Austin,  Mrs. 
Pa^sy  Stokes,  and  Mr.  Ralph  Laney.    Also  a  special  thanks  to  all  we  have  called 
upon  for  information  who  have  been  so  willing  to  talk  with  us  and  share  mem- 
ories and  mementos.    Our  basic  reference  has  been  the  original  church  minutes  which 
we  have  dating  back  to  our  organization  in  1826. 

It  is  evident  that  due  to  lack  of  time  and  space  every  detail  of  the  history 
could  not  be  mentioned.    Many  names  both  deceased  and  some  still  with  us  appeared 
often  throughout  the  minutes.    Some  of  these  were  mentioned  but  basically  the 
history  was  written  about  the  body  of  people  known  as  the  church,  not  individuals. 
We  endeavored  to  relate  local  and  state  as  well  as  national  history  to  the 
church  history  so  that  the  times  could  be  put  into  perspective. 

Lower  Creek  has  a  deep  heritage  in  Western  North  Carolina  and  we  hope 
that  his  history  will  help  you  gain  insight  into  that  heritage. 

BICENTENNIAL  COMMITTEE; 

Mrs.  Frances  Hayes 

Mr.  Louis  Land 

Miss  Mary  Ann  Caudle 

Mrs.  Teresa  Edmisten,  Chairman  of  150th  Anniversary  Celebration 
HISTORY  COMMITTEE : 


Mrs.  Teresa  Edmisten,  writer  * 
Mr.  Sammie  Edmisten,  researcher 
Mrs.  Katie  Gilbert,  researcher 
Mrs.  Fannie  Oxford,  researcher 
Mr.  David  Mar low,  editor 


HISTORY 


"For  sin's  power  over  us  was  broken  when  we  became  Christians  and  were 
baptized  to  become  a  part  of  Jesus  Christ;  through  his  death  the  power  of  your 
sinful  nature  was  shattered.     Your  old  sin-loving  nature  was  buried  with  him 
by  baptism  when  he  died,  and  when  God  the  Father,  with  glorious  power,  brought 
him  back  to  life  again,  you  were  given  his  wonderful  new  life  to  enjoy.  For 
you  have  become  part  of  him,  and  so  you  died  with  him,  so  to  speak,  when  he 
died;  and  now  you  share  his  new  life,  and  shall  rise  as  he  did."    Romans  61  3-5 
TI  -  Living  Bible. 

And  so  it  was  that  the  Baptists  drew  their  name  from  scripture.    Our  earliest 
account  of  this  name  being  used  was  with  the  Anabaptists  in  Zurich,  Switzerland 
when  a  man  named  Feliz  Mantz  was  arrested  and  drowned  for  baptizing  people 
"illegally"  in  1527.    Even  in  America,  Baptist  preachers  were  often  dragged  by  the 
mob  to  mudholes  and  plunged  in.     But  Baptists  thrived  on  this  type  of  persecution 
and  sometimes  made  converts  of  the  mob.     In  1639  the  first  Baptist  church  was 
organized    in  America  under  the  leadership  of  Roger  Williams  in  the  democratic 
settlement  of  Rhode  Island. 

As  the  country  grew  and  our  area  began  to  populate,  Baptist  churches  began 
to  organize  here  also.     The  first  Baptist  church  in  the  area  is  thought  to  be  at 

the  Head  of  the  Yadkin  in  what  is  now  Patterson,  N.  C.    This  was  in  approximately 
1765  to  1770.     In  around  1790  a  Yadkin  Association  was  formed  of  churches  "west 
of  the  Yadkin."    There  was  approximately  fourteen  churches  involved.    Members  of 
the  Head  of  Yadkin,  Kings  Creek  Baptist,  and  Union  have  special  interest  to 
this  congregation. 

It  was  from  these  three  churches  that  Elders  acting  as  a  presbytery  named 
members  into  a  Baptist  church  on  Saturday,  March  4,  1826.    This  new  church  was 
named  Lower  Creek  on  June  30,  1826.     The  following  were  organized  as  founders: 
Isaac  Sherrill,  J.  Critchlow,  James  Day,  Jeremiah  Clark,  Mary  Sherrill,  Lucy 
Day,  Martha  Bailey,  Achsah  Curby,  Nancy  Goldsby,  Mary  Ann  Critchlow,  and  Sarah 
Winscott.     In  a  small  one  room  log  house  of  worship  these  members  conducted 
their  first  business  meeting  and  worshipped  together  for  the  first  time.  This 
log  house  was  given  by  George  Powell,  Sr.     In  that  first  year  the  church  started 
with  eleven  original  members  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  had  increased  their  number 
to  twenty-eight.     Dorcus  Curby  was  the  first  member  received  by  letter.  Isaac 
Sherrill  was  the  first  lay  elder  and  clerk.     Philip  Powell  was  the  first  person 
received  by  "experience."    In  that  year  every  male  member  was  asked  to  put  into 
the  hands  of  Jeremiah  Clarke,  the  first  deacon,  twenty-five  cents  to  defray  the 
charges  of  the  church.     This  would  have  totaled  $1.50.     The  first  person  to  ask  for 
a  letter  of  dismission  was  James  McCall.     He  later  rejoined  the  church  in  1839 
and  became  a  very  active  and  respected  member  of  the  congregation. 

U.  S.  History  was  relatively  quiet  during  this  period.     John  Quincy  Adams  was 
president  and  the  time  was  called  "era  of  good  feeling,"  as  it  was  a  period  of 
prosperity  and  happiness.     Significaat  happenings  were  the  opening  of  the  Erie 
Canal  in  1825  and  Texas  winning  her  independence  from  Mexico  in  1836. 

Local  history  shows  the  establishment  of  our  church  in  Burke  County  as 
Caldwell  County  was  not  formed  until  1841.     Interesting  occurrences  in  the  area 
show  that  in  1825  at  Tucker's  Barn,  the  principal  settlement  of  what  was  to  become 
Caldwell,  there  was  a  grand  celebration  which  included  a  military  procession  led 
by  a  Revolutionary  War  veteran,  a  barbecue,  and  speeches  by  Colonel  McDowell, 
General  Lenoir,  and  Parson  Miller  in  celebration  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
the  battle  of  Lexington.     That  night  in  honor  of  the  same  event  a  grand  ball  at 
the  Lower  Creek  Inn  was  held  at  $2.50  per  ticket.     Hibriten  Mountain    was  called 
Turkey  Cock  Mountain.     The  first  census  taken  of  Caldwell  as  a  county  was  in  1850 
with  a  population  of  6,317. 

In  1830  the  conservative  Baptists  of  North  Carolina  separated  from  the  mis- 
sionary Baptists  and  In  that  same  year  the  missionary  Baptists  sponsored  the 
founding  of  Wake  Forest  to  provide  and  educated  ministry. 


The  rules  of  the  early  church  were  very  strick  and  members  were  excommunicated  for 
such  things  as  a  differing  belief,  fiddling  and  dancing,  and  other  such  sins. 
Drinking  was  very  frowned  upon  but  if  a  man  would  openly  and  freely  confess  he 
would  be  forgiven-    If  a  complaint  was  brought  against  a  member  he  had  to  appear 
before  the  congregation.     If  he  was  cleared  he  would  remain  in  good  standing.  If 
not,  he  was  excluded.     There  was  evidence  that  these  people  were  often  taken 
back  into  the  fold  later  on.     One  could  be  excluded  for  not  attending  church 
regularly. 

It  was  inspiring  to  note  how  the  congregation  cared  for  their  fellow  members. 
TMs  was  especially  true  in  the  case  of  one  elderly  lady.     The  church  attended  to 
her  upkeep  for  some  time  and  even  tried  to  get  her  to  go  to  a  home  for  the  aged. 
Even  when  she  refused  the  church  continued  helping  her  for  the  next  several  months 
at  which  time  she  died.     The  church  cared  for  the  expenses  of  her  burial. 

It  was  interesting  to  note  that  the  church  took  in  black  slaves  from  their  very 
beginning,  the  first  being  "Harry  of  colour"  property  of  Nancy  Goldsby. 

During  the  early  years  numerous  "associations"  were  formed.    Apparently,  sever- 
al men  in  these  associations  were  ordained  and  licensed  to  preach  and  it  was  not 
unusual  for  a  church  to  have  more  than  one  preacher  at  the  same  time.  These 
preachers  traveled  from  church  to  church,  preaching  and  helping  with  various  problems. 
Four  such  young  men  were  ordained  during  the  ministry  of  our  first  pastor,  Benjamin 
Beach.     These  were  Phillip  Powell,  Nathan  L.  Clark,  Moses  Smith  and  John  B.  Powell. 
These  men  lived  lives  of  great  usefulness,     Phillip  Powell  became  the  second  pastor 
of  the  church.    He  served  about  eight  years  before  he  moved  to  another  state. 
Nathan  Clark  moved  to  Mississippi  soon  after  being  ordained.     John  B.  Powell  served 
two  different  times  as  minister,  first  from  1848  until  1850.     There  was  a 
disturbance  in  the  church  and  he  and  several  members  left  for  a  time.     He  returned 
in  1857  and  again  became  pastor  until  his  death  in  1882.    Moses  Smith  also  served 
in  the  church  during  the  pastorate  of  J.  B.  Powell. 

In  1836  the  church  agreed  that  the  minutes  of  each  meeting  would  be  read  at 
the  beginning  of  every  business  meeting,  a  tradition  that  is  still  carried  on. 

In  1847  a  frame  building  was  erected  to  replace  the  original  log  house  as 
the  house  of  worship. 

A  diligent  search  was  made  for  the  effect  of  the  Civil  War  on  the  congregation; 
only  one  such  mention  was  found.     On  March  2,  1863  a  request  from  President 
Jefferson  Davis  was  followed  to  observe  several  days  of  "fasting  and  prayer  to 
the  Almighty  God  for  deliverance  from  the  dreadful  war  waging  in  the  country." 
One  reference  book  stated  that  there  were  many  Union  sympathizers  in  the  mountains 
and  this  caused  much  division  for  many  years  after  the  war  in  the  churches.  This 
was  because  the  mountain  people  loved  the  freedom  they  felt  here  and  were  against 
anyone  being  bonded  into  slavery.     There  was  evidence,  however,  that  members  of 
Lower  Creek  congregation  had  slaves.     It  was  interesting  to  note  that  when  black 
members  were  accepted  after  the  war  they  were  referred  to  as  "freedman." 
At  the  end  of  the  x^ar  in  1865  there  was  a  total  of  72  members. 

In  1868  the  first  rules  of  Decorum  and  Government  were  written.     In  1871  the 
first  church  covenant  was  written.     These  are  both  listed  in  their  entirety  at  the 
end  of  this  booklet. 

In  1870  the  last  of  the  charter  members  died,  Achsah  Curby,  fondly  referred  to 
as  Mother  Curby. 

The  first  Sunday  School  was  organized  in  1861  but  the  first  superintendent  was 
not  elected  until  1865.     G.  D.  Sherrill,  who  also  served  as  one  of  the  preachers, 
was  elected  superintendent. 

In  June  of  1872  a  motion  was  made  to  allow  the  black  members  to  select  a 
preacher  and  meet  in  the  church  on  the  first  Sunday  of  the  month. 

In  a  letter  to  Brushy  Mountain  Association  in  1873  our  membership  numbered 

197. 

In  1876,  the  year  the  telephone  was  invented,  our  church  suffered  a  rnajor 
division  when  some  members  were  excluded  for  beliefs  which  were  referred  to  as 
"doctrine  of  the  second  advents."    This  division  made  the  newspaper  headlines. 


Following  is  an  article  from  the  Caldwell  Messenger  dated  September  28,  1876: 
"Quite  a  number  of  the  members  of  Lower  Creek  Baptist  Church  near  Lenoir,  joined 
the  Adventist  at  their  last  meeting  ten  days  ago.     This  is  the  second  time  that 
the  Baptist  Church  here  has  had  roads  made  into  its  membership  by  the  Adventists, 
and  on  both  occasions  some  of  the  best  citizens  of  our  county  have  changed  their 
religious  belief s.'1 

In  1885  the  Caldwell  Association  was  established.     In  our  letter  to  the 
Associational  meeting  our  yearly  statistics  were  as  follows:     Baptized  ~  8, 
Died  -  3,  By  letter  -  1,  By  application  -1,  Total  number  of  members  -  185, 
pastor's  salary  -  $200.00,  money  to  none  Missions  -  $5.00,  to  Foreign  Missions  - 
none,  Ministerial  -  $5.00,  Church  expenses  $23.00. 

On  June  13,  1896  it  was  voted  to  take  a  collection  to  aid  the  black  brothers 
of  Lenoir  in  building  a  church.     They  received  $1.46. 

The  first  successful  airplane  flight  by  the  "fright  Brothers  at  Kittyhawk, 
N.C.  was  in  1903. 

In  1904  a  main  auditorium  was  erected  ol  brick  with  an  addition  of  30  rooms 
added  in  1924.     This  building  boasted  of  electric  lights,  a  hot  air  furnace  and 
major  rennovations  including  placin;  the  choir  loft  behind  the  pulpit.     In  1942 
this  grand  building  was  destroyed  by  fire.     Records  of  this  period  were  sketchy  but 
a  bulletin  from  this  period  gives  us  insight  into  the  atmosphere  of  the  congre- 
gation.    It  reads  as  follows:     "We  are  using  today  the  lastof  our  old  church 
calendars.     Perhaps  you  will  want  to  preserve  one  as  a  memento,  not  only  of  this 
service,  but  of  the  old  building  which  has  passed.     While  the  memory  of  the  pas- 
sing of  the  old  building  still  brings  sorrow,  that  sorrow  is  overcome  by  the  joy 
of  seeing  a  greater  Temple  of  Worship  arise  in  its  stead." 

In  1913  the  concept  of  a  Women's  Missionary  Union  was  a  fairly  new  idea. 
On  July  27  Mrs.  J.  A.  Boldin  organized  the  WKU  at  Lower  Creek  and  this  became 
the  third  such  organization  in  the  Caldwell  Association. 

The  year  1917  brought  World  War  I  and  Woodrow  Wilson  as  President.  The 
church  from  its  organization  had  held  her  business  meetings  on  Saturday  before 
the  second  Sunday  of  every  month  until  February  10,  1918  when  it  was  voted  that 
they  be  held  on  Sunday  after  regular  services.     In  October  of  1918  an  influenza 
epidemic  was  so  bad  that  the  congregation  held  services  outside  to  prevent  the 
germs  from  spreading.     The  year  1920  boasted  of  women's  right  to  vote  and  the  first 
commercial  radio  broadcast. 

On  March  7,  1926  the  church  celebrated  her  centennial  anniversary.     Hard  times 
came  with  1929  and  millions  were  unemployed.     Herbert  Hoover  was  president. 

Although  BYPU  (Baptist  Young  People's  Union)  had  been  a  part  of  the  church 
since  the  early  1920 's  a  complete  Training  Union  was  not  set  up  until  November 
of  1938.     Craven  Caudle  was  the  director.     The  first  choir  was  also  established  at 
this    timeand  Greene  Thompson  wa^  the  first  elected  choir  director.    Mr.  J.R. 
Swanson  was  serving  as  choirister  at  the  time  of  organization  but  he  resigned 
soon  after.     The  business  meetings  ^ere  changed  to  the  second  Wednesday  night. 

The  year  1941  brought  the  first  commercial  television  broadcast  and  World  War 
II.     Lower  Creek  hired  her  first  full  time  janitor. 

P.O.  Frye,  after  joining  the  church  in  1935  and  being  ordained  a  deacon  two 
years  later  was  elected  first  president  of  the  first  Brotherhood  in  1948. 

May,  1952  boasted  an  average  Sunday  School  attendance  of  309  and  66  in 
Training  Union. 

In  1955  the  church  began  discussing  the  possibility  of  having  a  minister  of 
music  and  education.     On  June  5,  1J56  Mr.  Charles  Bartholemew  came  to  the  church  as 
a  summer  educational  director  and  ^as  welcomed  with  a  picnic  supper  and  pounding. 
On  July  4,  1956  the  first  youth  choir  was  organized. 

The  January,  1957  minutes  reported  that  the  church  assisted  in  the  celebration 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Boldin ° s  Golden  Wedding  Anniversary.     On  December  4th  of 
that  year  the  church  approved  to  adopt  a  Korean  orphan  for  one  year. 

All  organizations  were  well  attended  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Jones, 
including  Training  Union.     Even  after  his  resignation,  a  February    1958  record 


showed  the  T.U.  attendance  to  be  101,  that's  better  than  it  is  now.  Easter 
Sunday  of  that  year  showed  460  at  Sunday  School. 

As  the  church  began  to  feel  the  need  for  more  space,  a  new  educational 
building  was  proposed.     This  new  building  was  dedicated  on  July    4,  1962.  The 
present  organ  was  purchased  in  1966.     On  March  10 ,  1971  the  church  voted  to  begin 
a  Kindergarten  program.    Mrs.  Martha  Wortman  became  the  director  of  this  program 
which  has  seen  three  successful  years.     As  the  church  began  to  see  the  need  for 
educational  leadership  in  1972  a  committee  was  selected  to  secure  the  first 
minister  of  education. 

And  that  brings  us  up  to  the  present.     This  history  can  give  us  the  chance 
to  reflect  and  gain  insight  into  achievements s  problems,  situations  and  joys  of 
days  gone  by,  but  what  about  today?    Back  in  the  1770' s  the  church  was  right  in  the 
middle  of  preparation  for,  and  fighting  of,  the  revolution.     The  clergy  preached 
about  religious  and  political  freedom  and  resistance  to  British  authority. 
Church  members  formed  freedom  committees,  organized  boycotts  and,  during  the  war, 
formed  Revolution  support  groups.     Church  buildings  as  well  as  members  were 
deeply  involved  in  the  action.     The  men  who  participated  in  the  Boston  Tea  Party 
came  directly  from  a  freedom  meeting  at  Old  South  Church.     Old  North  Church 
provided  the  light  to  signal  the  patriots  that  the  British  were  coming.     Zion  Church 
in  Allentown,  Pennsylvania,  hid  the  Liberty  Bell  during  the  war.     Our  country  needs 
us  just  as  much  today  but  are  we  ready  to  accept  the  challenge?    Do  we  "reverence" 
the  church  building  to  the  point  that  we  do  not  use  it  at  all  and  then  this 
becomes  an  excuse  to  stay  away?    This  can  be  a  time  of  great  awakening  in  our 
church  that  we  so  desperately  need,  a  time  to  show  that  we  love  Jesus  Christ  as  well 
as  our  fellow  members;  that  we  believe  as  our  forefathers  did,  that  we  should, 
above  all  else,  spread  the  gospel  to  those  in  sin. 

MEMORIALS 

The  chimes  on  the  church  organ  were  presented  in  September,  1947  as  a  memorial 
for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  S.  Haas  by  their  children. 

The  painting  in  the  baptistry  was  given  as  a  memorial  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  S. 
Steele,  by  the  Steele  children  in  1955. 

The  outside  bulletin  board  was  a  memorial  honoring  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  L.  Austin 
by  the  members  of  their  family  in  1956. 

Many  other  memorial  gifts  have  been  given,  many  of  these  anonymously.  These 
include  stained  glass  windows,  carpet  for  the  sanctuary,  piano,  organ,  seat  cushions, 
flags,  baptistry  curtains,  and  pulpit  furniture. 

The  offering  plates  were  hand  crafted  and  given  by  Conner  McGee  in  1975. 


LIST  OF  PASTORS  AND  YEARS  SERVED : 


1. 

Benjamin  Beach 

1826-1837 

2. 

Phillip  Powell 

1837-1845 

3. 

William  Goforth 

1845-1846 

4. 

John  Powell 

1848-1850 

5. 

Moses  Smith 

1850-1851 

6. 

James  Re id 

1851-1856 

7. 

G.  Swain  & 

H.  Holtsclaw 

1856-1857 

&. 

John  Powell 

1857-1882  (George  D.  Sherrill  served  con- 

9. 

J.  B.  Pool 

(May  to  Aug.)  1882              jointly  during  part  of  this  time 

10. 

W.  A.  Pool 

1882-1889 

11. 

I.  W.  Thomas 

1889-1896 

12. 

J.  M.  Shaver 

1896-1908 

13. 

J.  G.  Benfield 

1908-1913 

14. 

I.  W.  Thomas 

1913-1922 

15. 

G.  C.  Teague 

1923-1927 

16. 

E.  G.  Caldwell 

1927-1931 

17. 

W.  R.  Barnes 

1931-1935 

18. 

W.  W.  Lynes 

1935-1938 

19. 

Zeb  Caudle 

1938-1947 

20. 

W.  W.  Jones 

1947-1957 

21. 

Billy  Rivers 

1957-1970 

22. 

Wm.  Snyder 

1970-1971 

23. 

Horace  Story 

Present  pastor,  came  in  1972 

LIST  OF  MINISTERS  ORDAINED  BY  LOWER  CREEK  CHURCH: 

Phillip  Powells  Nathan  L.  Clark,  Moses  Smith,  Isaac  Smith.,  John  B.  Powell,  George 
D.  Sherrill,  Franklin  P.  Clarke,  Sidney  D.  Heffner,  Henry  Powell,  George  W.  Greene, 
Wade  N.  Bryant,  David  Seer east,  Clifton  Land,  Thomas  P.  Shoemaker.     Licensed  were: 
Clyde  Triplett,  Jr.,  Maurice  Hartley,  Bill  Pennell.     Two  of  these  are  serving  as 
pastors  at  present:     Clyde  Triplett  -  Greensboro,  Bill  Pennell  -  Troy,  Michigan. 


MISSIONARIES  THAT  CAME  FROM  LOWER  CREEK  MEMBERSHIP: 

Rev.  George  W.  Greene  -  Canton,  China 
Carolyn  H.  Sizemore  -  Gaza  (journeyman) 

Ellen  Barlow  Steele  -  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil  (We  are  in  part  responsible  for  her  support 

at  present.) 

TRIBUTE  TO  ELLEN  BARLOW  STEELE 

On  June  2,  1946  a  young  Ellen  Barlow  was  received  for  baptism  at  Lower  Creek 
Baptist  Church.     Growing  in  the  faith  brought  membership  in  various  organizations 
including  G.A. 's.     On  December  13,  1950  she  was  crowned  queen  in  a  G.A.  coronation. 
Two  years  later  during  revival  services  in  May  this  active  young  Christian 
dedicated  her  life  to  full  time  Christian  service.     How  wonderful  it  is  to  share  with 
her  the  realization  of  this  promise,  as  she  and  Craig  and  their  three  boys  begin  their 
ministry  in  Brazil  this  year.     Praise  the  LordI 


LIST  OF  CHCIR  DIRECTORS 


J.  R.  Swanson,  Greene  B.  Thompson,  Allan  Laxton,  George  W.  Kirsten,  Lynn  Pollard, 
Mrs.  Wiley  Shoalar,  Louis  Land,  Wilfred  Roberts. 

MUSIC    MINISTRY  DIRECTORS 

1956-1957 
1959-1960 
1961-1962 
1963-1971 

Present  Minister ,  came  in  1973 
MINISTER  OF  EDUCATION 
David  Mar  low  1973-19  7  6 

ACCOMPANISTS 

Deceased:    Mrs.  Mabel  S.  Swan son,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Raby,  Mrs.  Amy  Andrews  Kincaid. 
Now  serving:    Mrs.  Jeanette  Keyes,  Mrs.  Marjorie  Conley,  Mrs.  Katie  Gilbert. 
Other  who  have  served:    Mrs.  Texie  H.  Russell,  Mrs.  Edna  Roberts,  Mrs.  Ruth  B. 
Hart,  Mrs.  Ebba  J.Morrison,  Mrs.  Betty  J.  Reading,  Mrs.  Mary  Murdock,  Wilfred 
Roberts,  Mrs.  Dan  Par due. 

CHURCH  CLERKS: 

Isaac  Sherrill  -  19  years,  R.  W.  Powell  -  2  years,  A.  A.  Suddreth  -  4  years, 
W.  L.  Sherrill  -  16  years,  D.  D.  Coffey  -  4  years,  C.  W.  Clarke  -  8  years, 
A.  C.  Sherrill  -  6  years,  J.  W.  Laxton  -  11  years,  J.  R.  Swanson  -  54  years, 
Ralph  Laney  -  present  clerk,  served  since  1951. 

SECRETARIES : 

Mrs.  William  Lafevers,  Mrs.  Carl  Swanson,  Mrs.  Tom  Parlier,  Mrs.  Eloise  H.  Marley. 
Present:    Mrs.  Peggy  Whitman,  Mrs.  Jeanette  Land. 

LIST  OF  ORDAINED  DEACONS: 

Deceased:     Jeremiah  Clarke,  Rederic  Freeman,  Hawkins  Kirby,  John  Ernest,  William 
L.  Sherrill,  William  Cottrell,  D.  D.  Coffey,  Elisha  Bradshaw,  Adam  C.  Sherrill, 
Smith  Barlow,  Russell  Icenhour,  Van  Teague,  Francis  McRary,  Elcana  Thompson, 
J.  Wilson  Laxton,  J.  A.  Bowen,  Sidney  Stokes,  Joseph  Powell,  Z.  M.  Wilson,  James 
A.  Raby,  James  Andrews,  R.  G.  Thompson,  J.  S.  Haas,  M.  K.  Thompson,  Felix  Thompson, 
L.  D.  Beach,  W.  H.  Livingston,  J.  A.  Laxton,  G.  G.  Steele,  J.  L.  Laxton,  Roy  McGarr, 
Claude  Sella,  L.  J.  Risk,  D.  S.  Barlow,  Clay  Pennell,  J.  E.  Prestwood,  J.  A.  Boldin, 
Roy  Moore,  C.  W.  Pennell,  Jay  Taylor,  T.  H.  Swanson. 

Active  Deacons  serving  at  Present:     Ernest  Bar ties,  Bill  Benfield,  Guy  Fain, 
Ellis  Rhodes,  Everett  Barlow,  Al  Dodge.  Ralph  B.  Laney,  Cecil  Viverette,  Joe  Isaac, 
Louis  Land,  Rod  Morrison,  Dick  Pennell,  Jarvis  Beaman,  Jack  Essenberg,  Baxter 
Harmon,  Bruce  Kirby. 

Others:     Carl  A.  Thompson,  Grady  Kincaid,  Bill  Crisp,  Paul  Smith,  Edd  Perdue,  Edd 
Beach,  George  Ferguson,  Clyde  Moore,  Marion  Barlow.  Fred  Roberts,  Clyde  Taylor, 
Bob  Lee,  Roy  Laxton,  Stewart  Lutz,  Carl  Brandon,  Powell  Hartley,  R.  D.  Swanson,  June 
Smith,  P-  0.  Frye,  Raymond  Reavis,  Conner  McGee,  Walter  Hart,  Bob  Conley, 
Lawrence  Hayes,  Dallas  Carlton. 


Miss  Joan  Hudson 
Adrian  Littlejohn 
Edwin  Chenowith 
Dan  Par due 
Harry  Gilbert 


CHURCH  COVENANT 


Submitted  to  the  church  for  approval  February  11,  1871. 

"We,  as  Baptists,  recognize  no  authority  apart  from  the  great  Head  of  the 
Church  and  being  desirous  to  follow  the  pattern  of  the  New  Testament  churches  and 
to  carry  out  a  gospel  discipline,  we,  having  been  led  as  we  believe  by  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  receive  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  our  Savior  and  upon 
a  profession  of  our  faith  having  been  baptized  into  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Ghost,  do  therefore  solemnly  and  joyfully  enter  into  the  following 
Cw tenant . 

We  engage  by  the  help  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  walk    together  in  Christian  love, 
to  strive  together  for  the  advancement  in  knowledge,  holiness  and  comfort,  and 
the  promotion  of  its  prosperity  and  spirituality;  to  sustain  its  worship,  ordinances, 
discipline  and  doctrine;  to  be  faithful  and  regular  in  our  personal  attendance  upon 
all  its  assemblings  for  business  and  worship,  and  to  contribute  regularly  and 
cheerfully  of  our  substance  as  the  Lord  may  prosper  us  in  this  world's  goods  for 
the  support  of  the  ministry,  the  expenses  of  the  church,  the  relief  of  the  poor 
and  the  spread  of  the  Gospel. 

We  also  engage  to  encourage  family  and  secret  devotion,  to  religiously  educate  our 
children,  to  seek  the  salvation  of  all  around  us,  to  walk  circumspectly  in  the 
world,  to  be  just  in  our  dealings,  faithful  to  our  engagements  and  exemplary  in 
our  deportment,  to  avoid  tat ling,  evil  speaking  and  excessive  anger,  and  to  be 
zealous  for  our  Savior's  kingdom. 

We  engage  further  to  watch  over  each  other  in  Christian  love,  to  pray  for  and 
aid  each  other  in  sickness  and  distress,  to  cultivate  Christian  sympathy  in  feel- 
ing and  courtesy  in  speech;  to  be  slow  to  take  offence  and  ever  ready  to  secure 
a  reconciliation  without  delay. 

We  engage  further  that  when  any  of  us  as  individuals  remove  from  this  place 
we  will  take  from  the  church  a  letter  of  dismission,  and  as  soon  as  possible 
unite  with  some  other  church  where  we  can  carry  out  the  spirit  of  this  covenant  and 
the  Word  of  God,  and  may  that  Spirit  of  God  direct  us  in  all  things,  Amen." 

RULES  OF  DECORUM  AND  CHURCH  GOVERNMENT 

1.  All  the  members  shall  give  due  attention  at  their  meeting  house  on  the  2nd  Sat- 
urday and  Sabbath  following  in  each  month  unless  providentially  hindered. 

2.  No  member  shall  withdraw  him  or  herself  as  the  case  may  be  from  the  place  of 
church  meeting  without  consent  of  the  church  or  adjournment  of  the  whole. 

3.  No  member  shall  be  received  into  or  excluded  from  the  church  without  consent 
of  each  member  in  fellowship  present. 

4.  Each  male  member  shall  contribute  annually  to  or  for  the  Gospel  Church  Gov. 't. 

5.  No  two  members  shall  speak  at  the  same  time  in  church  meetings. 

6.  No  member  shall  speak  without  first  rising  and  addressing  the  moderator. 

7.  No  member  shall  cast  any  reflections  on  what  another  shall  say  in  meeting. 

8.  No  member  shall  speak  to  another  in  time  of  church  meeting  without  addressing 
them  brother  or  sister  as  the  case  may  be. 

9.  Any  member  making  a  motion  and  it  being  seconded  shall  be  taken  up  unless  it 
be    withdrawn  by  the  one  who  made  it. 

10.  No  member  shall  be  allowed  to  speak  on  any  subject  more  than  3  times  without 
leave  of  the  whole  church. 

11.  No  member  shall  be  interrupted  while  making  a  speech  by  any  except  the  mod- 
erator and  not  by  him  only  he  break  the  rules  of  his  decorum. 

12.  The  moderator  shall  not  be  allowed  to  speak  on  any  subject  unless  the  chair 
be  filled. 

13.  Any  person  willfully  violating  the  rules  of  this  decorum  shall  be  reproved  at 
the  discretion  of  the  church. 

Submitted  to  the  church  for  approval  July  2,  1868. 


This  map  shows  how  North  Carolina  looked  in  the  early  1800* s. 
Lower  Creek  Church  was  established  in  Burke  County  in  the  area 
that  was  later  to  become  Caldwell  County  in  1£4! .     The  dotted 
lines  show  how  Caldwell  was  formed  from  Wilkes,  Burke,  and  Ashe 
counties • 


MORNING  WORSHIP 


Prelude 

*Call  to  Worship 

*Invocation 

*Prayer  Response 

*Hymn  #1  -  "Holy,  Holy,  Holy" 

Welcome  to  Visitors 

Hymn  #500  -  "Anniversary  Hymn" 

Receiving  of  Gifts 

Offering 

Responsive  Reading  #35  -  "The  Church" 
*Hymn  #380  -   "The  Church's  One  Foundation" 
Scripture  Reading 
Meditation  -  Prayer 

Anthem  ' ' Let  Your  Joys  be  Known ' ' 


Lee  Conwell,  Soloist 


Message 


Dr.  Roy  Carroll 


*Hymn  #445 


"Rise  Up,  O  Men  of  God" 


Benediction 


*Doxology 


Congregation 


Postlude 


*Congregation  Standing 


150th  ANNIVERSARY  OBSERVANCE 


Organ  Prelude 

*Hymn  #368  -  "Brethren,  We  Have  Met  to  Worship" 
invocation 

*Hymn  #468  -  "When  I  Can  Read  My  Title  Clear" 
Recognition  of  Special  Guests 
Prayer  of  Thanksgiving 
Greetings  to  the  Church 
Historical  Notes 

Hymn  #379  -  "0  Thou  Whose  Hand  Hath  Brought  Us" 
Scripture 

Solo:       "To  the  Infinite  God" 
Message 

*Hymn  #286  -  "O  God,  Our  Help  in  Ages  Past" 
*Benediction 

*Hymn  #366  -  "Blest  Be  the  Tie" 
Postlude 


Mrs.  W.W.  Jones 


Dan  Pardue 
Rev.  Billy  Rivers 


*Congregation  Standing 


